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Introducing your new dog to other pets in the home
*Helpful hints for the new adopter*
Integrating a new dog into your family when you already have other pets can be a challenge. Here are some tips to help ease this transition.
Dog to Dog
· Try to choose a dog with a temperament and activity level that are compatible with your resident dog. 
· The first introduction between you and your new and current dogs should take place on neutral territory, such as a park or on a walking trail. Start with parallel loose leash walking (you’ll need help from a friend, family member or “handler”) and gradually move closer. Talk in a positive, calm tone of voice, and give both dogs small treats to reinforce friendly interactions. 
· Watch closely for body language and postures that indicate things are going well (such as wagging tails, loose, relaxed bodies, and play bows) or are about to escalate badly (such as hackles raised, stiff posture, prolonged staring, or bared teeth). If you see a negative interaction starting, quickly but calmly distract both dogs (by each handler calling their dog to them, asking for a sit, and giving a treat) and move in opposite directions. Never yell or punish a dog for growling or reacting to the other dog-this only serves to escalate the situation and create negative associations with each other.
· Once you are home, let the dogs get used to each other outside for a bit before bringing them inside. If you have more than one dog in your household already, introduce them to the new dog one at a time to discourage “ganging up” behavior.
· Be very careful about food, treats, and toys during the transition period. Always feed the dogs from separate bowls placed a good distance apart (perhaps even in separate rooms). If you see guarding behavior around certain favorite toys, pick them up immediately and stick with less desirable toys while the dogs are adjusting to each other. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Be aware that for many dogs, normal play includes growling and lots of play biting (where the dog doesn’t actually clamp down with his/her teeth and no blood is drawn). If your dogs get into a real fight, never get between them, as you may get injured. Separate them as quickly as possible by startling them, spraying them with water, or throwing a blanket over them. If they have repeated fights, please contact us for help from our behaviorist.
Dog to Cat
· Keep your dog on a leash at first so you can easily pull him away from the cat if things get out of control. Make sure the cat has someplace high to escape to (a tall cat tree, for example) and that the dog does not have the opportunity to corner the cat. Treat and praise the dog to reinforce calm behavior around the cat. 
· Never leave the pets alone unsupervised until you are absolutely confident that they are ok together. Confine one pet to a bedroom (or the dog to his crate) when you leave the house. 
· Give it time! While some cats and dogs eventually become best friends, many simply learn to tolerate each other. Either way, the relationship will take patience and time to develop.
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